
Blessings, New Friends, my name is Deacon Rich Bahnaman, and I am excited to 

tell you that I have been granted the opportunity and am being assigned to your 

amazing community of believers here at St. Thomas the Apostle! First thing I 

would like to tell you is that I have prayed about this for years now, and the Holy 

Spirit, my wife Bette, Sr. Marlita, and your parish council gave me the “green light” 

to pursue this. Also, I want you to know that I have loved you for a long time 

already. I remember fondly when I first entered a St. Thomas celebration way prior 

to the existence of this beautiful space. I was drawn here by my pal and former 

professor Fr. Dave, and what I felt that first visit was an incredible spirit of joy and 

welcoming from you. The seed was planted and I felt a stirring to be here, and that 

same feeling has occurred each and every time I have walked through your doors. 

Then, my good buddy, Steve (Deacon Steve), answers the call to ordination and is 

assigned at my dream spot…oh lucky man…oh lucky you. Having been a Deacon 

for over 21 years and serving all of that time in Manitowoc has made this decision 

challenging. Enter COVID 19. This new gift of time and lockdown allowed more 

time for more prayer and contemplation. That time enabled me to realize that this is 

a place where many of my former students (you know who you are) and their 

families worship. I also felt so strongly drawn to walk with this community with its 

strong roots in social justice and farming. Am I excited to join you in ministry? You 

betcha! Bette and I are looking forward to forging new friendships and 

experiencing worship that is alive and vibrant and we look forward to being a piece 

of the beautiful tapestry that is St. Thomas. So hopefully I’ll see you around as we 

search the goodness that our God is and experience his love through God our 

creator, Jesus our brother, and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  

God is Good! 

 Deacon Rich 


